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Sir: 

An Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant is transmitted herewith, which lists 
four references cited in an European Search Report in connection with European Patent 
Application No. 02 028 241.4, the priority of which is claimed. 

A copy of the European Search Report (3 pages), copies of those four references, three 
United States patents and one German patent), and a partial translation of those portions of the 
German patent that were referenced in the European Search Report are transmitted herewith. 

The following remarks are offered in connection with those references and in connection 
with the claims being filed. 

DE 719 969 shows a motorized device for opening rigid bandages by means of a 
sickle-shaped guiding finger and driven scissor elements. The scissor elements are held by means 
of sUding pieces g in a middle portion (p. 2, line 97) and are driven by means of an eccentric x 
cooperating with an end being opposite to the cutting edges (p. 2, lines 88-93, compare Figs. 1 
and 2). 
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US 4,682,416 shows a motorized cutting device for thin metals (col. 1, line 6) and a common 
hand drilling machine for driving (col. 3, Hne 38 ff). There is a static cutting tool 9 and a 
movable cutting tool 10 being rotatable around a pivot axis 1 1 proximate to the cutting edges 
(col. 3, lines 47-49). The movable cutting tool is driven by means of a cam element 18 shifting 
cam follower elements 17 of the cutting tools (col. 3, lines 63-65). This is done at the upper end 
of the cutting tools opposite to the cutting edge. 

US 3,025,599 also shows a driven scissor-like cutting tool for thin metal (col. 1, lines 8/9) 
with a hand drilling machine for driving (lines 16/17) and static cutting tools 12 and 14 (lines 
38/39) as well as a movable cutting tool 16 (lines 41/42). The movable cutting tool is held by 
means of a pivot 24 proxunate to the cutting edges and is driven at its upper end 24 (lines 45/46, 
51/52). 

US 5,956,992 describes a technically distant device for forcedly opening or cutting of 
metal pieces in order to free accident victims in deformed accident vehicles. This prior art is less 
important. 

The so-called characterizing features of claim I state that the movable cutting tool is held 
in a rotatable and shiftable manner at an axis being distant from the cutting edge and is held by 
means of an eccentric more proximate to the cutting edge and is drivable thereby. 

These features are not shown in any of the documents. The first three documents show 
cutting tools being held near the cutting edge and being driven by means of an eccentric or cam 
element at the opposite end. Thus, this prior art teaches the exact opposite of the invention. 

The inventor of the present application has found that the solution according to the 
invention allows a relatively short overall construction length without an inacceptable shortening 
of the lever lengths. The lever lengths relative to the holding axis are, in contrast to the prior art, 
not at opposing sides. Further, the invention allows an optional combination with an optionally 
modular gear unit and therein an advantageous combination with the driven shaft of the gear unit. 
In the exemplary embodiment e.g. the driven shaft 1 1 is proximate to the end of the gear unit 
being distant from the motor drive so that the subject-matter of claim I enables a compact and 
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advantageous overall construction. 

Since the prior art does not show the features in the last para, of claim 1, but shows the 
exact opposite instead, and since the prior art shows three different constructions being consistent 
in this respect and no other example at all, it cannot be obvious to arrive at the subject-matter of 
claim 1. 

The same apphes for method claim 12 with the same arguments. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Allen ^rlioover, 
Reg. No. 24,103 

Wood, Phillips, Katz, Clark & Mortimer 
500 W. Madison Street - Suite 3800 
Chicago, Illinois 60661-2511 
Telephone: (3 1 2) 876-1 800 
Facsimile: (312)876-2020 
December H , 2003 
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